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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on 12/31/2009 has been entered. Applicant amends 
claim 27. Claims 21-22, 24-28, 30-34 and 38-40 are now pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants' arguments with respect to the objections for Claims 1 and 14 have 
been considered and are persuasive. The objections are withdrawn. 

3. Applicants submit a translation of Japanese Application No. 2003-0891 75 
thereby perfecting Applicants' priority filing date of March 27, 2003 and disqualifying the 
Payne reference as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 102(e). 

Therefore, the rejections for claims 21-22, 24-28, 30-34 and 38-40 which rely on 
Payne are withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Block and Raffel et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 21-22, 24-28, 30-34 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Block (U.S. 2003/0143012) and Raffel et al. (U. S. 
2002/0082892). 

Regarding claim 21 (Previously Presented) and claim 22 (dependent on claim 
21 , Previously Presented), Block discloses a print control device employed for printing a 
character string including characters and/or symbols on a plurality of labels arranged on 
a long tape-like print medium along the length of the print medium (Figs. 1 and 6 and 
[0008], the print control device of Fig. 1 prints labels consisting of characters and 
symbols on a tape), comprising: 

a character string memory which stores a character string to be printed 
([0035]/lines 3-9, in one mode of operation, label data is stored in a file on the computer 
that controls the printing device); 

a separating point detecting unit that detects one or more separating points in the 
character string stored in the character string memory based on a separation condition 
as a particular character string arrangement condition ([0037], the separation condition 
disclosed is the end of line character; the separating point detecting unit is implicit); and 

a character string separating unit that lets character strings, obtained by 
separating the character string stored in the character string memory at the separating 
points detected by the separating point detecting unit, be separately printed on different 
labels on the print medium (Fig. 5, [0008] and [0078]). 

Block does not disclose a separation condition memory and an alteration unit 
which alters memory contents of the separation condition memory. 
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Text in text files is commonly separated using a tab or a comma character as 
separators (see for example Schlank et al. (U.S. 6,134,017) column 11/lines 13-17). 

Furthermore, the concept of flexibly configuring specific system operations such 
as importing data from a data source such as a text file is well known in the art. For 
example, Raffel et al. discloses a system whereas a system administrator configures an 
import templates to flexibly import data into a database ([0064]/lines 16-20, [0076]/lines 
16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have used configurable import templates as taught by 
Raffel et al. with Block's print control device so that the device may be used with print 
character string data that may use different delimiting characters, such as commonly 
used comma or tab characters to indicate a separation condition. 

It would also be common for the import templates configured by the administrator 
in Raffel et al.'s system to be stored in memory so that the configuration settings be 
preserved over a longer period of time and are not lost when the system is powered off. 

Regarding claim 24 (dependent on claim 21 , Previously Presented) Block and 
Raffel et al. disclose the character string separating unit being capable of changing 
positions of the character strings, obtained by the separation at the separating points 
detected based on the separation condition, on the print medium (Block, Fig. 8/item T3, 
the print style of the character strings can change, which in general leads to the position 
of character strings changing as well). 
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Regarding claim 25 (dependent on claim 21, Previously Presented), Block and 
Raffel et al. disclose the separation condition in the character string indicating the 
separating points in the character string and a characters and/or symbol represented by 
the separation condition itself being printed on the labels (Block, [0037], the newline 
character is the separator character and it is being printed on the label as no character 
is printed on the line following the position where the newline character was found). 

Regarding claim 26 (dependent on claim 21, Previously Presented), Block and 
Raffel et al. disclose the separation condition in the character string being used 
exclusively for indicating the separating points in the character string and no character 
or symbol represented by the separation condition itself being printed on the labels 
(Block, [0067], the separator condition is a blank line; no extraneous blank lines are 
being printed on the labels). 

Claims 27-28 and 30-32 are directed to a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a computer executable program that executes the logic of method claims 21- 
22 and 24-26 respectively. Block and Raffel et al. disclose such a computer-readable 
storage medium (Block, Fig. 3/item 104) and the claims are further rejected based on 
similar grounds as claims 21-22 and 24.26. 

Claims 33-34 and 38-40 are method claims directed to the operation of 
apparatus claims 21-22 and 24-26 respectively and are rejected on the similar grounds. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL F. PAYER whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 6:15am-3:45pm, 2nd Fri of 
biweek 6:15am-2:45pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Q. Tieu can be reached on (571) 272-7490. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Benny Q Tieu/ /Paul F. Payer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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